
 

 

A Time to STOP and SMELL the Paragraph 

 

REMEMBER: 

 

Writing Rubrics are generally set up in 3 categories:  

1) Purpose/Focus/ Organization (PFO)  

2)  Evidence and Elaboration (EE)  

3) Conventions (C)  

 

Objective:  For your SMELL, you must revise at least one area in each category, so that you demonstrate 

an understanding of how to take your original paragraph to the next level on the rubric.  I will add points 

to your original grade based on what you earn on the rubric from the revision. 

 

Requirements: 

 

1)  You must highlight the errors in the following 3 categories in your original.   

2) You must staple the handwritten and labeled SMELL revisions to the front of your highlighted 

original.   

3)  The revisions must actually be superior to the original to earn the points, for this is not a completion 

grade.  In other words, you must not have errors on your corrections. Caveat (warning):  I have not 

marked every single error, so go back and really check your spelling, grammar and punctuation before 

submitting. 

4)  Even your Conventions correction must be written out in compete sentences.  

 

How to decide what to attack in a SMELL… 

1.  PFO: Is your paragraph clear and organized?  Is there a thesis or controlling idea?  A map?  

Authors and titles? Do you begin in an interesting way that shows you understand the 

universal importance of the text?  Did you include internal transitions between each 

supporting detail within the paragraph? Did you reconnect with the transition at the end of the 

paragraph? Do you address the universal importance of what the topic means to society or 

what the authors is saying about human beings and human nature? 

 

2.  EE: Did you include evidence textual and otherwise with proper citations?  Did you set the 

context for your quotes?  Did you analyze the quote afterward? Do you have multiple 

examples from the text to prove your point?  Do you avoid vague statements or points that are 

telling the reader, not SHOWING the reader?  

 

3. C: Do you avoid errors in spelling about which you should know better?  Do you avoid 

errors that are on your Writing Expectations Sheet, like not using “you” or writing about 

literary characters in present tense? Did you capitalize when necessary?  Do you put end 

marks at the end of your sentences? Do you avoid fragments and run-ons? Do you use 

apostrophes where necessary? Do you avoid homonym errors? 

 


